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Vineyard Spraying 

ÅBetter spray practices could do more to improve fruit quality 
in Pennsylvania than any single vineyard practice. 

ÅSpraying is not intuitive 

ÅEffective spraying is the result of doing your homework, using 
the right equipment and materials and proper calibration 

ÅDo not develop bad habits, learn from a skilled applicator 

Åhōǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ t5! ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ  

ÅUse common sense!  E.g. weather, vineyard and vine 
conditions 



Spray Equipment 

ÅProper size and powered tractor (Drive and PTO HP) 

ÅPositive pressure spray cab with AC (music and video optional) 

ÅNot old and dilapidated, in good condition, unquestionably in 
good service and repair, and effective 

ÅAirblast, towers, tunnel, over-row sprayers: pros and cons 

ÅBackpacks ς pump or air-assist: pros and cons 

ÅLow vs. high volume sprayers: electro-static 

ÅManufacturers 

ÅService and parts ς aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴȅ ƳƛƭŘŜǿ 







Vines 

ÅPlant disease-resistant cultivars 

ÅDesign and manage vineyard for balanced vines 

ÅConsider canopy density and leaf layers 

Å Increase airflow ς row direction and fruit wire height 

ÅDecrease shade over the vineyard and inside the vine 

ÅTrellis and training systems: single vs divided, vertical and 
horizontal 
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From: Intrieri and Filipetti American Journal of Enology and  
Viticulture, 50th Anniversary. Taken from a talk by Dr. Jim Wolpert.  

LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŀȅ ŀ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ǾƛƴŜ 


